
N E W S L E T T E R

FREE ELECTIONS
NICARAGUA, 2021

����
�������



�

������������������

���������������
�������
	��
1. Close to 3 million Nicaraguans participated in an 
historic exercise of mass citizen verification

2. Period for candidate presentation initiated

3. Procedure for the presentation and 
inscription of candidates

4. Qualities that candidates must possess

5. Period for rectification, withdrawal 
and change of candidates

6. Supreme Electoral Council (SEC) 
advances positively on Id registration process
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This past weekend of 24th and 25th of July, in preparation for the 7th November 
general election, the SEC undertook the task of Citizen Verification in all the 
polling stations of the country, an extraordinary landmark of civic leadership and 
participation on the part of all Nicaraguans.

As a product of this process of mass verification, the participation is 
underscored of 2,825,117 citizens who presented themselves at the 3,106 
polling stations of the country with patriotic purpose, in an environment of peace 
and tranquility 
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For this task, we employed just over 37,500 public servants, including 25,00 
polling station electoral staff and 4,500 electoral procurators, organized and 
trained by the Human Rights Attorney’s Office to accompany and guide voters 
in the polling stations, with special attention to the elderly, expectant   women or 
the disabled.

Similarly, the SEC wishes to recognize the efforts of the National Police Force 
and the Nicaraguan Army, who together mobilized around 8000 personnel 
nationally for the work in the polling stations, as well as the transport of material 
used in the verification. 

Additionally, we underline 322,910 requests for change of domicile registered at 
national level. We are currently incorporating these, updated as required, in the 
Electoral Roll of 2021.
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On the other hand, on 9th of August next, in accordance with Activity No 27 of the 
Electoral Calendar, the SEC will proceed with the publication of the updated 
Electoral Rolls. These will be posted in the polling stations, with digital copies 
provided to the participant political parties.

In accordance with that established in the Electoral Calendar 2021, the 8th of 
September is the last day for citizen verification and/or register of change of 
domicile. This gives way to the closure of the Electoral Roll, thus generating the 
Definitive Electoral Roll for the General Election of 7th November next.

For further information, citizens can visit our municipal or district ID registration 
offices, or make use of the Verification On-Line tool, available in the web page 
www.cse.gob.ni of the SEC.
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The SEC reaffirms its commitment to continue strengthening democracy and 
maintaining peace and tranquility, while working to guarantee a Free, Just and 
Transparent electoral process.

The 28th of July brings the start of activity N°6 of the Electoral Calendar, that is 
to say the presentation and provisional registration of candidates for president 
and vice-president of the Republic, of deputies of National Assembly (National 
and Departmental) and deputies to the Central American Parliament.

It should be underline that for these elections, it is the first time that the political 
parties and alliances of political parties present their candidates to the SEC 
officially and provisionally as mandated by law.
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As a first requirement, to be able to present candidates to popular election, 
political Parties must have obtained a legal personality at least 12 months prior 
to the date of the national election.

Nevertheless, due to the circumstances presented by the current pandemic, the 
resolution of the SEC published in the Gazette N°129 of the 14 of July of year 
2020 resolved: “To amplify the term allowed for obtaining the legal personality, 
during which to comply with all the requirements, by a maximum of five months 
before the day in which the elections of national authorities are held” this means 
that citizens interested in organizing political parties have had 7 months more 
than the term established originally in the law.

Our electoral law, for the elections to be held on the 07th of November 2021, 
mandates in article 68 that the political parties and alliances of political parties 
must present candidates in all the constituencies for the election in which they 
participate. For this reason, they must inscribe lists for each constituency of the 
total number of candidates. The inscription of candidates for more than one 
post in the same election will not be excepted.
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Secondly, they must furnish the SEC with a written request, which must 
contain the following requirements:

1. A certification confirming the legal personality.

2. The name of the legal representative and respective alternate.

3. The identification of the election in which they participate.

4. The list of candidates presents by the party or by the legal 
representative of the same. Said list will contain at least the domicile, 
sex, place and date of birth and time resided in the municipality, 
department or region. For each candidate, there must be included a 
copy of the corresponding citizen’s identity card, or certification from 
the respective ID registration office, that the document is being 
processed.

5. The name of the post for which the candidate is nominated.

6. The acronym, emblem and colors that the party has adopted for its 
identification in conformity with that prescribed in the electoral law.
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1. Certification confirming the legal personality of the political parties 
integrated in the list and the name of the leading party.

2. Political deed of constitution of the alliance and its denomination.

3. The requirements of numerals 2,3,4,5 and 6 of the anterior 
proceeding.

For the participant alliances of political parties, presenting candidates for the 
elections of the 07th of November, they must submit to the SEC a written 
request containing the following requisites:

Article 68 of law 331, specifies that the list of Deputies to the National 
Assembly and Central American Parliament, presented by the political parties 
and alliances of political parties, must consist of 50% women and 50% men, 
ordered equitably and alternately.

In the case of presidential posts, article 137 of Electoral Law 331, dictated that 
they must be binomial of candidates formulated on the principal of gender 
equality and equity, one having to be a woman and the other a man.



��

Article 134 and 147 of the Political Constitution of the Republic of Nicaragua 
establish the qualities required by the candidates to the post of President or 
Vice-president.

Article 134 establishes the following qualities required for the post of deputies:

a) Be a Nicaraguan national. Those having acquired another 
nationality must have given up the same at least four years before 
verification of the election. 

b) To be in full possession of civil and political rights.

c) Have completed 21 years of age.
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In the case of qualities required to be President or Vice-president the following 
are cited:

d) Have resided continuously in the country for 4 years up to the 
election, save that during said period they were serving in diplomatic 
missions, working for international organization or studying 
oversized. In addition, were born or have resided in, the department 
or autonomous region for which they are candidates, during the last 
two years.

1. Be a Nicaraguan national. Those having acquired another 
nationality must have given up the same at least four years before 
verification of the election. 

2. To be in full possession of their civil and political rights.

3. Have completed 25 years of age.

4. Have resided continuously in the country for 4 years prior to the 
election, save that during said period they were serving in diplomatic 
missions, working for international organization or studying overseas.
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a) Be a Nicaraguan national. Those having acquired another 
nationality must have given up the same at least four years before 
verification of the election. 

b) To be in full possession of civil and political rights.

c) Have completed 21 years of age.

The above procedures, to be complied by political parties and alliances of 
political parties, together with strict compliance with the above descried 
qualities, are requirements that are requested at the moment of presentation 
and provisional registration of candidates.  All of this must be verified by the 
SEC.

Additionally, account must be taken of unavoidable need to comply with that 
established in Article 67 and 174 of Electoral Law 331, which literally states:

“Article 67. Those not fulfilling the qualities, presenting impediments or 
were prohibited in conformity with the Political Constitution of the Republic of 
Nicaragua, Law N°1040, Law of Regulation of Foreign Agents, published in the 
Gazette, Official Daily N°192 of the 19th of October 2020, Law N°1055, law of 
defense of people’s right to independence, sovereignty and self-determination 
for peace, publishes in the Gazette, Official Daily N°237, of the 22nd of 
December 2020, and other related laws”.
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“Article 174. The Supreme Electoral Council will not inscribe candidates to 
posts to popular election those that do not fulfill the qualities, present 
impediments in accordance with the application of  Law 1040, Law of 
Regulation of Foreign Agents published in the Gazette, Official Daily  N°192 of 
the 19th of October 2020; Law N°1055, Law for the Defense of Peoples Right 
to Independence, Sovereignty and Self- Determination for Peace, published in 
the Gazette, Official Daily N°237, of the 22nd of December 2020; or where 
prohibited by Articles 134, 347 and 178 of the Political Constitution or in the 
existing law”.
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Once concluded, on 2nd of August, the presentation and provisional 
registration of candidates, the Electoral Calendar establishes the period from 
the 3rd to the 8th of August for the rectification, withdrawal and change of 
candidates for President and Vice President of the Republic, Deputies for the 
National Assembly (National and Departmental), Deputies to the Central 
American Parliament. 

Once completed the period of rectification, on the 12th of August, the 
provisional list of candidates will be published in the Gazette, Official Daily. 
From this date a period will be allowed until de 15th of August for challenges 
to candidatures. The SEC will resolve possible challenges at the latest on the 
17th of August.

On the 18th of August the SEC will be publishing, and this time definitively, the 
final list of candidates for the general elections on the 07th of November 
2021, in the Gazette, Official Daily. 
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So far during 2021, the Supreme Electoral Council (SEC) has realized more 
than half a million ID registrations. From the 04th of January to 29th July 2021 
this state body has successfully carried out the ID registration process, 
including new applicants, renewals and replacements of ID documents. 

����	�­�����
��������
���
��������
	���
��

�
­������	������	���
���	�������
���������­�������	���������� ����������­������

�������




��

New 
applicants����


������ Renewals

����� Replacements
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Similarly, during the last week of the 23th to the 29th of July, the Nicaraguan 
Government, via the SEC, has developed an ample process of ID 
registration, attending during this period to 27,677 procedures which are 
broken down as followed:
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